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Slippery When Wet  Opens August 7 at Craven Allen Gallery 
Durham – Nanny Studies: Slippery When Wet, collaborative works by Diane Amato and Lisa Morton, opens at Craven Allen Gallery on Saturday, August 7, with a public reception for the artists from 5 to 7 pm.  The show continues through September 4.

With their elaborately staged photographs, Diane Amato and Lisa Morton offer a fresh take on American and art-historical icons.  In one photograph, the tragic grandeur of Jacques-Louis David’s The Death of Marat is echoed in the similar demise of a product mascot in The Death of Mr. Bubble.  More disturbing is a work like Indian Giver, in which a doll dressed in psuedo-Native American costume of red, white and blue offers up the United States in a surreally serene setting.

“The work we produce together involves taking recognizable, familiar objects and using them in unexpected ways,” say the artists.  “This allows us to express humor, sadness and even horror at accepted popular culture.

Nanny Studios consists of photographer Diane Amato and collage artist Lisa Morton.  Individually and jointly they have exhibited widely in juried shows in the Triangle and around the country. They recently won the Juror’s Choice award at the “Through Women’s Eyes” exhibition for the Women’s Center in Chapel Hill.  

Craven Allen Gallery is located at 1106 ½ Broad Street in Durham.  Gallery hours are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.  For more information, please call the gallery at 286-4837 or visit www.CravenAllenGallery.com.
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