ANTONIO BOGAERT

PHOTOGRAPHS OF NEW ZEALAND

“ Man passes on, but the land remains.”


- Maori Proverb

Excluding Antarctica, New Zealand is the last place on earth to be settled by humans. Though its culture is primarily western, the aura of primordial Nature still dominates much of the country, which teems with plant and sea life on a grand scale. 

It is a place where ferns create canopies like trees; where trees live for thousands of years; where tides ebb out for miles; and where the force of the ocean’s flow carves the shore into sculpture. A ten-inch square section of a tree trunk may be covered in ten species of moss and lichen. Washed up on shore are kelp resembling giant octopi, and miles of driftwood-strewn beaches have whole trees with their roots lying about.

I see these images as visual poetry. The New Zealand landscape is rich in color and dazzling hue, but it is also a land of incredible form, texture, and pattern, which is where I chose to focus attention. Though a visual medium, these images appeal to our other senses. They are often tactile and sensual, evoking sound or silence. They also play upon our sense of time: the eternal and the ephemeral.

The photographs are hand-printed silver gelatin prints on fiber base paper with the additional intensive process of sepia-toning. I used several cameras for New Zealand’s diverse environments, including medium format and a Russian panoramic camera.

About Antonio Bogaert

Antonio Bogaert’s photographs have appeared in group and solo shows in North Carolina, Hawaii and Belgium, and are in several private collections. 

A native of Belgium, he first studied photography at the Hoger Instituut of Gent while earning a degree in Communications. Later, he combined his passion for photography and watersports, spending hundreds of hours in the waves of the North Sea, Hawaii, the Cape Verdean Islands, and the Canary Islands photographing windsurfing and surfing. He has won several prizes for his work, which has been published in Belgian, British, French, German and American magazines. In 1988, Diagonal, a Belgian association of fine art photographers, invited Bogaert to become a member, which led to his first group exhibit.

In the past fourteen years, Bogaert’s focus has shifted from color images of watersports, to black & white for his art and portraiture. He mastered the craft of printing and processing techniques during his five years in the photography department of a multimedia company. Seven years ago, he co-founded Bogart & Bogart Photography of Durham and he currently teaches courses for the Durham Arts Council and Durham Technical Community College photography certificate program.  

